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Press Release - For Immediate Release
Elk Point, S.D. – State’s Attorney Jerry A. Miller announced today that Jessica Balderston, age 30, a Sioux Falls, SD resident, pled guilty to Driving Under the Influence 4th offense and was sentenced on October 7, 2013. Ms. Balderston was sentenced to 5 years in the South Dakota State penitentiary with 3 years suspended.  Ms. Balderston received credit for the 11 days that she was incarcerated on the Union County charge prior to her sentencing.  The Court further ordered that this sentence shall run consecutive to the Defendant’s Driving Under the Influence 3rd offense sentence by a 3rd Circuit Court on a Brooking County charge. 
On May 11, 2013, Ms. Balderston drove with another female friend from Sioux Falls, SD to the Vermillion Sanford Hospital and checked themselves into the emergency room seeking pain medications.  Based upon their complaints of being in unbearable pain, both were treated with an injectable pain killer medication called FENTANYL.  Both females were advised that they could not drive for several hours.  Both females left the emergency room and were observed by the treating physician getting into a car and driving away.  The treating physician contacted 911 and reported the incident.  
On May 11, 2013, Trooper Deanna Goeman, of the South Dakota Highway Patrol, found Balderston’s vehicle traveling northbound on Interstate 29  at about mile marker 38, which is within Union County.  Balderston and her female friend each had a child in the vehicle.  Balderston’s child was less than a month old at the time of Balderston’s arrest.  Trooper Trent Heuertz, also a trooper with the South Dakota Highway Patrol and a certified Drug Recognition Expert and trainer, conducted additional Field Sobriety Tests and confirmed what Trooper Goeman had determined, which was that Balderston was under the influence of a controlled substance.  DRE Heuertz determined that Balderston was under the influence of a Central Nervous System Depressant which is consistent with the FENTANYL injection she recently received.
This is Ms. Balderston’s 5th career DUI arrest and her 4th career DUI conviction.  Three of Balderston’s DUI conviction were due to prescription drugs abuse and one conviction was due to alcohol.  Balderston’s arrest in Union County resulted in a parole violation on her felony charge from Brookings County, SD.  Union County started a civil abuse and neglect case against Balderston for her actions of abuse and neglect against her child.  Balderston’s child was taken into custody by the Department of Social Services.  This child is Balderston’s third child and as of the time of this press release, she does not have custody of any of her children.  The Department of Social Services is also addressing the actions Balderston’s friend.  Balderston’s friend was not arrested.  This is Balderston’s second career felony conviction. 
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