Union County State’s Attorney

209 East Main Street ~ Suite 140
Elk Point, South Dakota 57025
Telephone (605) 356-2666   /   Facsimile (605) 761-0199
July 23, 2014
Press Release - For Immediate Release

Defendant’s Name:

Michael Wells

Age:

55

City and State of residence: 

Plumerville Conway, AR

Criminal File Number:

14-049

Incident Date:

February 18, 2014

Charges:

Possession of Schedule I or II Controlled Substance (F5) 22-42-5 



Possession of Marijuana (M1) 22-42-6
Date of Sentencing:

June 23, 2014

Arresting Officer:

Officer Kyle Frye – Elk Point Police Department

Case Synopsis: 


On February 18, 2014, at about 8:45 p.m., when Elk Point Officer Kyle Frye picked up Michael Wells who was walking north bound on I-29 at about mile marker 15.  Wells reported to Officer Frye that he was in North Dakota.  Wells did not know where his coat or his car was located.  It was later determined that Wells had left his vehicle in Jefferson at the BP gas station.  It was determined that Wells had walked north up the interstate from Jefferson to Elk Point.  Wells admitted that he had been using methamphetamine.  The Jefferson Chief of Police located Wells’ vehicle and Union County K9 handler, Deputy Stephanie Ryan, deployed her service animal around Wells’ vehicle.  Ryan’s K9 partner alerted and indicated to Wells’ vehicle.  A search of Wells’ vehicle uncovered three bags of methamphetamine individually packaged and placed in a container.  Other items of paraphernalia were also found.  


On February 25, 2014, Elk Point Officer, Kyle Frye, transported Wells to Custom Sales in Jefferson, SD. Wells apologized for the way he had acted previously and stated that “I was really out there”.  Wells also thanked officer Frye, and told him that his feet were absolutely frozen and that he probably would have died if he had not been picked up.  Wells told officer Frye that he thought that God was talking to him and that God had told him that he had molested 1,700 people in his life and that the people that he worked with had died in plane crashes (neither statement was true as these thoughts were induced by methamphetamine use).  

Sentencing Synopsis:


On the charge of possession of a schedule I or II controlled substance, the Court granted Wells a suspended imposition of sentence.  This means that as long as Wells satisfies the terms and conditions set by his probation the conviction for possession of controlled substance will be cleared from his record by the Court. The criminal file shall be sealed when he has paid a fine of $5,000.00, court costs, and prosecution costs.

On the charge of possession of marijuana, the Court ordered Wells to pay $285.00 in fines and court costs. This offense is included in the terms and condition of the suspended imposition of sentence order.
Criminal History Synopsis:


This is Michel Wells’ first career felony conviction.  However, Michel Wells has been charged with similar misdemeanor drug offenses in other states. 
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